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Invasive species such as insects, disease-bearing organisms, snakes, weeds, and other 
pests pose the greatest threat to Hawaii's economy, tourism, agriculture, the natural 
environment, and to the health and lifestyle of Hawaii's people, and already cause 
millions of dollars in crop losses, the extinction of native species, the destruction of 
native wet, moist and dry land forests, and the spread of disease.  Many more harmful 
pests, including the coffee berry borer, now threaten to invade all of the Hawaiian 
Islands and wreak further damage. 
 
Supporting and helping local farmers including coffee growers, is essential not only to 
protect the livelihood of these farmers, but also to mitigate the threats and impacts of 
invasive species in Hawaii, and to effectively protect Hawaii's natural resources and 
native species.   HB 1861 will assist local coffee growers by further extending the sunset 
date of the Pesticide Subsidy Program and the manager position needed to help 
administer the Program as originally intended by Acts 105 (2014) and 152 (2015), which 
were specifically established to aid with the prevention and control of the coffee berry 
borer and ultimately, the protection of Hawaii's environment and economy. 
 
For the above reasons, LURF supports HB 1861 and respectfully urges your favorable 
consideration.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding this matter.  
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Dr. Hans F Eckert 
Lyman Kona Coffee 

Farms 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

EXTENSION AND FUNDING OF CBB SUBSIDY 
  
I, and every other coffee farmer in Hawaii, can provide compelling evidence of the 
importance of extending  and providing continued funding for the pesticide subsidy 
program to assist farmers in battling the damage threatening the future of coffee 
growing in Hawaii.  
  
Please pass HB 1861 out of committee. 

Hans Eckert, owner 
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Chet Gardiner Cassandra Farms Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass HB1861 to extent the Coffee Berry Borer Pesticide Subsidy Program. 

I am a coffee farmer from the Kona region of the Big Island of Hawai'i.  I am also the 
Vice President and a member of the Board of Directors of our Kona Coffee Farmers 
Association. 

We need all the help we can get to fight a pest that HB1887 might have kept away from 
our Island but since the beatle is here...thank you for helping us out. 
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Ronalee Ashbach Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Chair Creagan and Members, 

Please pass HB 1861 out of committee.  Our farm has used the subsidy for CBB and 
benefit to fight the battle of controling CBB.  It is important for the future of Kona Coffee 
Farmers.   

Mahalo, 

Ronalee Ashbach 

Owner, RC Farm LLC 
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bruce corker 
Rancho Aloha Kona 

Coffee 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Creagan and Committee Members: 

As an Hawaii coffee farmer, I strongly support HB1861 to continue the Beauveria 
bassiana subsidy program to combat Coffee Berry Borer (CBB) in Hawaii. CBB 
threatens the future economic viability of coffee production in our state.  The subsidy 
program needs to be extended as the state and coffee growers develop systems to 
address CBB. 

Please support Hawaii farmers and enact HB1861. 

BruceCorker                                                                                                                        
                  Rancho 
Aloha                                                                                                                               H
olualoa 
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Luis F Aristizabal Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To: Hawaii State Legislature 

House Agriculture Committee,  

My name is Luis F. Aristizabal, a coffee farmer located in Ka'u District (Aloha Pasisas 
Coffee LLC) and an Independen Consultant on Coffee Production, specifically on 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) of Coffee Berry Borer (CBB). 

The only thing I can say coming form my own book  " Controlling the CBB through IPM: 
A prractical manual for coffee growers & field workers in Hawiia" . In the the back 
cover  of this book, you can read: "The CBB in Hawiia is still an issue. Its control is not 
an easy task, but it is not imposible neither. Hight standard of Hawaian coffee quality 
may be reached despite of CBB presence, if coffee growers are proactive and establish 
an IPM programme adapted to thier agro-ecological conditions."  Pages 46 - 51 are only 
dedicated to Beauveria bassiana, inluding its biology and tthe mode of accion that 
infect and kill the CBB, plus recommedations for its use.  

The use of Beauaveria bassiana is an importat strategy of control against the CBB, 
which is part of the IPM programme for this insect pest in Hawaii. An extesion in the 
subsidy of this product is extremely relevant to coffee growers.   

Thanks,  

Luis F. Aristizabal 

Aloha Paisas Coffee LLC 

P. O. Box 5579 

Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 

Phone: 808-498-3657 

  



 









 
Testimony Presented Before the 
House Committee on Agriculture 

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. 
By 

Nicholas Comerford, Dean 
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 

And 
Michael Bruno, PhD 

Provost 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 

HB 1861 – RELATING TO COFFEE BERRY BORER 

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the House Committee on 
Agriculture: 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of HB 1861 relating to the coffee 
berry borer (CBB). 

According to the 2018 State Agriculture overview published by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Hawai‘i produced 5.4 million pounds (green weight) of coffee grown on 
7,100 harvested acres, with an average yield of 1.92 tons/acre, at a unit price of 
$19.40/lb., for a value of $50.16 million. These data show the high value of this crop to 
Hawai‘i agriculture since that value is based on using just 0.65% of farm acres 
operated. 

The CBB is found in most coffee growing countries of the world and was discovered in 
Kona, Hawai‘i in 2010. It has the potential to be a devastating disease for this industry. 
It is established on Hawai‘i Island, and can be found now on O‘ahu and Maui. At the 
moment it is the most important pest for coffee, with the hopes that early detection and 
rapid response by the Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture (HDOA) will continue to keep 
the other major disease of coffee out of Hawai‘i. 

The CBB is endemic to Central Africa. It belongs to a subfamily of beetles that houses 
some of the most important pests world-wide. Female beetles bore into the berry and 
lay eggs inside the seed and the brood then feasts on the coffee seed. Because this 
happens inside the berry and seed, it can be difficult to control. 

An integrated pest management program (IPM) developed Best Management Practices 
to control the CBB. Collaborative research has shown that sanitation along with 
biocontrol can be effective. Cooperative Extension Agents estimate that about 80% of 
coffee farmers are familiar with the IPM program. Cooperative Extension Agents with 
the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawai‘i at 
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Hearing 

Springer Kaye 
Big Island Invasive 
Species Committee 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

BIISC Strongly supports this bill to continue to help farmers manage the Coffee Berry 
Borer.  
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Submitted By Organization 
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Hearing 

Bill Dwyer Kona Mountain Coffee Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Chair Creagan and Members, 

We at Kona Mountain Coffee are in full Support of HB 1861. We have over 105 acres of 
Kona Coffee at our Farms and it has been very costly to keep with maintaining the 
Coffee Berry Borer on our Farm. But thanks to the Coffee Berry Borer Pesticide Subsidy 
Program it helps us contain the Borer until we can find other economical ways and 
continue with educational programs. 

  

Thanks 

Bill Dwyer 

President/CEO 

Kona Mountain Coffee 

  

  

 



HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/27/2020 3:23:38 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Colehour Bondera Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Colehour Bondera 

KANALANI OHANA FARM 

PO Box 861 

Honaunau, HI  96726 

  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members: 

Please seriously and strongly support this piece of legislation (HB 1861) in order to 
continue supporting farmers to help control the Coffee Berry Borer Beetle (CBB). 

This is a notable expense for farmers and if not helped with control many will not use 
the assistant control and therefore the CBB will spread to neighboring farms, like a 
domino. 

It is not so expensive and the income generated as a result of using easily offsets the 
expense in taxes paid by the farmers.  Again, please help protect and support farmers 
in Hawaii! 

Sincerely, 

Colehour Bondera 
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HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 8:17:09 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Shultise Lavarock Farm Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I can attest to the importance of extending and providing continued funding for the 
pesticide subsidy program to assist farmers in battling the damage threatening the 
future of coffee growing in Hawaii. 

Please pass HB 1861 out of committee. 
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HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/25/2020 1:23:10 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sandra Scarr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

In Strong Support of HB 1861 

Dear Reps. Creagan, DeCoite and Member of the House Committee on Agriculture, 

The past 10 years have been difficult for Kona coffee farmers since the appearance of 
the Coffee Berry Beetle (CBB).  Adult CBBs burrow into green coffee cherries, infest the 
beans, lay eggs that hatch into larvae that eat the green coffee beans. Larvae grow into 
adults that migrate to other coffee cherries. Damaged coffee beans are a loss to 
farmers.   

Controlling CBB requires frequent, repeated spraying of the coffee trees throught the 
growing season, from March to November with a product that contains beauveria 
bassiana.   

I hire a fellow with mist blowers to spray my 5-acres of coffee trees about every 3 
weeks.  Each spraying costs $150 in labor and $100 in materials. I have been able to 
keep the CBB infestation lower than 5%, but the cost is enormous -- essentially 
$100/week for 9 months.  The state subsidy of 50% of the cost of materials makes a 
significant difference. 

Please suport a continuation of the CBB subsidy.  Without it farmers will be forced to 
spray less often or never, which allows the CBB infestation of the area to spread and 
crop damage to increase.  Frequest spraying by all farmers is the best way to control 
CBB.  Farmers need your help. 

 



HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/27/2020 11:00:25 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peter Goulding Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members, 

I am a small coffee farmer and member of Kona Coffee Farmers Association.  I support 
and urge you to pass HB1861 to extend funding of the CBB subsidy out of committee. 

I personally spray my coffee trees with Botanigard every 3 weeks to control the 
infestation of CBB.  I submit receipts and am reimbursed for my purchase of this very 
expensive pesticide through the current subsidy program.  I am very thankful to see that 
the state of Hawaii supports coffee farmers and encourages use of this pesticide though 
this subsidy program. 

There is no end to the infestation of CBB.  I will have to continue to spray my coffee 
trees every year.  Please extend the funding for this subsidy program to help reduce the 
cost of this pesticide and continue to encourage coffee farmers to control CBB 
infestations. 

Mahalo, 
Pete Goulding 
Kona Coffee Farmer 
Kailua Kona, Hawaii 

 



HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/27/2020 10:40:15 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cecelia Smith Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please help us all and continue the funding of the Coffee Berry Borer (CBB) subsidy. 
We will never regain the yields we had before CBB arrived, but helping us with the cost 
of using Botanigard is really appreciated. Please continue this subsidy to help us all! 

Mahalo plenty! 

Cecelia Smith-long time Kona coffee farmer 
Kona coffee farmerHonaunau mauka, south Kona 
Hawaii island 

 



HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/27/2020 2:37:18 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jim Monk Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Jim Monk and I am a coffee farmer in the Kona District.  I have benefitted 
from this subsidy and still need it because the State of Hawaii allowed green coffee to 
be brought into our State, causing the mess we have with Coffee Berry Borer beetles. 

I, and every other coffee farmer in Hawaii, can provide compelling evidence of the 
importance of extending  and providing continued funding for the pesticide subsidy 
program to assist farmers in battling the damage threatening the future of coffee 
growing in Hawaii.  

 



HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/27/2020 5:16:04 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gary Hooser Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in support of HB1861 

Act 105, Session Laws of Hawaii 2014 (Act 105), established a pesticide subsidy 
program in the department of agriculture to assist coffee growers with offsetting the 
costs of purchasing certain pesticides known to be effective against the coffee berry 
borer, a highly destructive coffee pest that has infested coffee crops on Hawaii island 
and more recently has been detected on Oahu and Maui.  This is a valuable program 
that warrants continued support. 

Gary Hooser - as an individual in conjunction with the Kona Coffee Farmers 
Association. 

 



HB-1861 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 7:21:03 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 1/29/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sammi Piasecki Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I, and every other coffee farmer, in Hawaii can provide compelling evidence of the 
importance of extending and providing continued funding for the pesticide subsidy 
program to assist farmers in battling the damage coffee borer beetles do to our crops. 
These pests threaten the future of growing coffee in Hawaii.  
  

Mahalo, 

Sammi Piasecki 

Kona Coffee Farmer 
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